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Abstract

The Relationship between Dogmatics and Preaching

Prof. Dr. Hwan-Bong Lee

Crisis in today’s preaching and theology stems from the
preacher’s “preaching without theology” and the theologian’s
“theology without preaching”. Confusion and crisis in today’s
church seem to be ever increasing as the unity and continuity
between theology and preaching, functioning as the historical
tradition in the Reformed church, break down into pieces. The
liberal pulpit without theology, while emphasizing experience
and reason, have lost the essential rule and principle of faith.
The evangelical pulpit without theology, while emphasizing
experience, have also lost the essential points of faith.
Furthermore, theological seminaries in their education and
research largely have ignored practical points in the pastoral
world and have been very slow in applying teaching into practical
need for the church. As a result, the seminaries already have
lost their leadership for the church and distance between the
two parties seems be increasing.

Facing with such crisis between them, dogmaticians and
preachers should recover their mutual relationship and strive

maintain it. Domatics should be supervising and protecting



preaching while preaching should provide norms for evaluating
dogmatics. Dogmatics and preaching should recover the mutual
relationship providing mutual health. By doing so, authority and
power of pulpit will be recovered while education and research
in the seminaries will be renewed. Establishing a proper
relationship anew between the two will be a starting point for
renewing both of them.

At this point it is necessary to realize the pivotal importance
of doctrinal preaching as a means to fulfill the mutual relationship
between dogmatics and preaching. In order to achieve this
objective, it is required to carefully categorize the types and
methods of the Reformers’ preaching, which had been age-old
tradition and treasured heritage in the reformed church. At the
same time, it should be reminded that we need to make ourselves
ready in training for efficient preparation of doctrinal preaching
relevant for today’s reality. The revival of doctrinal preaching
will practically unify theology and preaching, and the seminaries
and the church. By doing so it will provide an excellent opportunity

to overcome crises facing today’s church.

Keywords | dogmatics, preaching, the unity of theology,
doctrinal preaching.
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1) Millard J. Erickson & James L. Heflin, Old Wine in New Wineskin : Doctrinal Preaching in
a Changing World (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997), p.56.
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5) David F. Wells, No Place for Truth, p.252.

6) David F. Wells, God in the Wasteland: The Reality in a World of Fading Dreams (Grand Rapids:
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Challenges to the Authority of Scripture and the Gospel, ed. John H. Armstrong (Chicago:
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Crossway Books, 1990), pp.284-285.

19) J. 1. Packer, A Quest for Godliness : The Puritan Vision of the Christian Life (Wheaton :
20) Ibid., p.285.
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